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Easy as one,
two, three

This is the first official issue of
Impress. If you read the Yomiuri News
or the Jomo News, you can see that we
made the news! We’re glad that you’re

with us to celebrate!

What does impress mean? As a word,
it can mean to make a mark, like on
paper with a stamp. It can mean to give
someone an idea. And it can mean
to inspire.

With this Impress magazine, we want
to give you new information to
encourage and help you to read. We
want to tell you about your own
culture and cultures of the world
waiting for you. We want to give you a
place to share your ideas and
achievements and talk to each other

through the Impress community.

Most of all, we want to inspire you.
Not just to learn, and not just to grow,
but to do things you are proud of.
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Growing
Friendships

by George Liu

Cherry blossoms are an essential’
part of° Japanese culture. Every
spring, people all over Japan have
picnics and festivals during the
ohanami season. In fact, Japanese
have flower

people practiced

viewing since the Nara period”.

Many people come to Japan just
to see cherry blossoms, but flower
viewing is becoming more and’

more popular all over the world.

Last year, some Indian cities
started their own cherry blossom
They
thousands of native® cherry trees’
that March

November.

festivals. have planted

flower’ in and
In Brazil, cherry trees decorate®

many roads. There are festivals

every year to celebrate the trees?

that immigrants’

brought to Brazil.

Japanese
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by
" Many

countries, such as
Germany, Canada, and France,
have cherry trees and cherry

blossom festivals. Most of these
° trees are gifts of friendship® from

Japan.

In the US, Washington, D.C. is the
most famous place for cherry
blossoms, with more than® 4,000
But
Macon, Georgia, is the city with

? cherry trees from Japan.

the most'® cherry trees. There are
over 350,000 cherry trees there.

5

Did you know?

Sakura, peach, plum, and

almond trees are members of the

same group of trees. They are

0 11

used for ' food, furniture, and

medicine'?.

25
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Vocabulary Summary

1. Essential B5E MIZBAXILICE > TEELE D %=

2. Partof ~DER HHFET, FICKD . EEIFEEBREAHL ST

3. Period B BNTEE LT, LERBHAETEAKT. KE

4. Native HE IE1 Y RT, 3BL1LBICHL BOARZRER

5. Flower u*(\ TE /TD%F?%TEL/&L/T&.O

6. Decorate BS o TSUNTH. BE. BBRIBRAE

7. Immigrant BEE BAALKOATHSN. BOEERLET,

8. Gift of friendship HEDEDY) R, HF4. 752G EEMITEE G

9. More than Ut ToTWET. PAUADTS Y kUD.C.OK

10.Most &= _ BBERTAANS400 0AMELFHINE

&4 B TR € 1| ST S SRR

12.Medicine - 3500004%bDANBEZDTY & !
HoTWETH 28, E—F. FSL. 7—
TV RIIEBETEBARY.. RE, ERECTEFEDL
NTVET,

Questions

1) What countries have cherry blossoms 1) #DRKIFE ZCDEICHD £TH ?

trees?

2) When do Japanese people go flower 2) BAEAIFWOBTERICITTESETH?

viewing?

3) What are some famous places for flower 3) BRABHIERGBFAISE CICHD FTH?

i viewing?
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- aster
Traditions

by Rachel Beilsmith

-

Every spring, many people around the world celebrate' a holiday® called’

Easter. The date changes every year, but it is always on a Sunday in March
or April.

Easter is an old holiday. Some people believe "Easter" was the name of a
5

goddess of spring.

A popular Easter activity’ is decorating® Easter eggs. Some people boil®

eggs and dye® them in many colors. Then, they hide the eggs for children
8

to find. This game is called an Easter egg hunt’.

Vocabulary
1. Celebrate Mo 6. Dye 203
2. Holiday 7%, KH 7. Hunt ®L. 1§D
3. Activity EE 8. Christian F )X MO
4. Decorate RS 9. Church e
5. Boil =3 10.Beginning B, I|mED




Easter is a very important holiday for Christian® people. It is a day to

remember and celebrate the life of a man named Jesus. On Easter’

Sunday, people usually go to church? and enjoy a big dinner with family.

People also give gifts to their family and friends, like chocolate rabbits

and candy eggs.

But Easter is not only celebrated by Christians. Other people celebrate

Easter as the beginning'® of spring. Easter is a holiday that many people75

around the world can enjoy.

Questions

On what day of the week is Easter always

celebrated?
What is a popular Easter game?

Do you celebrate Easter with your family?

A —XEZ—=IEVWDOHMABERICHVETH,
ARDA —RE = —LIZATIH,
HERTIEREE A —RZ—EHUVETH,

Summary

BE, BILIIHAPTTI—I2—%2HWVET,
FICL>THIZBEAZENLLZFITHAMIBMBD
HEEHTY, < 5DITETEDLHDEE]T
HBH IELEHLNTVET,

ARDELAFIZIZ@MTEDIITL. TDIR%Z
RBLET. FEDBLBIEFIVINY FEFENS
T—LTRINEMZINALET,

FURAMEICE>TA—RAEZ—IFCTHEE

BITETY, FURMEBVWHL. EEEHL
F9, TOHARIBHRIZITE. RIRCHICTSH
ZO5EBRNET, £l RECKEICTHXORE
ZL7cFadL—hEIRDOFDERZ HITE T,

FUIMHRELITTHL HOALKIZESTDH
1—AZ—EBDFNIEEBRDODNTUVET,
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Japanese students might know the US for
hamburgers, the Grand Canyon, and Hollywood
movies. But the US is known for many other

things as well. One of these is volunteerism'.

46% of Americans volunteer. Most American
firefighters are volunteers. Many people
unofficially* volunteer by helping neighbors’,
teaching children, or helping in soup kitchens®.

25% of Americans volunteer in official
organizations>. They officially volunteer for an "
average of 50 hours a year. Their volunteering

is equal to almost $175 billion of unpaid® work.

One very famous volunteer organization helps
save lives all over the world. After the 2011

Tohoku earthquake’, this group sent $350 ”°

. million in aid®. This group sent 23 medical
AmerlCan teams® and 5,000 blankets'® to Kumamoto in

2016. This group's purpose is "to prevent and

Spl rlt: alleviate human suffering'"."
S . This group is the Red Cross'.
g What are some other famous

I_i\/e S volunteer organizations?

. Habitat for Humanity (AEOLEEHM | FEZER
47 5NGO) builds houses for the poor.
. Doctors Without Borders (EiE% = EAMH) and

the International Medical Corps (EREE)
provide medical care in poor countries.

20

by George Liu

r
.' .The Make-A-Wish Foundation ( "hALWTr#

95 HfX) makes the dreams of sick children
come true.




el
Jl]
3

Vocabulary

1. Volunteerism RS 2T 1 7EH

2. (Un)official EIVNY

3. Neighbor A

4. Soup Kitchen mERE

5. Organization AR

6. Unpaid |ig

7. Earthquake HE

8. Aid BB - <1&

9. Medical Team AT 1 HIVF—L

10.Blanket EMm

11.To prevent and alleviate human suffering
ANEDELAHZFF LENT S

12.Red Cross 7

13.Medical Care E3=

14.Average F15(RY)

15.Donate B

16.Stranger 57 WA

Summary

FA)DACLWRIE. NN—=H— JF VK
Fy_A>. NUDy FHEZBAOZEIFE
WEDIRBTL & Do IEMNTRT VT« 7iEE
HEATT, 201 6FD [World Giving
Index; T DEHH2FEHTLe CDTVF
VIEEE. RAISHAANDRB. $25WVWIER
ZOTATDEHDODN—tEY b ZRET,

46%DTAVANIRZ VT T7ESHZL

TWET, 25%IBRABGHEBTLTVET,
oDEBMBTOEMEEEIFL. 7 5KAIC
BLZET,

H23EHBITIN—TIFRAFIREXDE.
3. 5SRBFILOXEESZEIDE L, &
foo BEAMIERICITI2 3DX T AILF—LE
5FbDERZHEDFELTce CDTIL—-TD
BRRIGTABOE LA ZHE. EMI2 LI
$H31TTo CDTIN—TFHR+FTT,

American volunteerism is famous around the world. Last

The World
Giving Index

k Country
Myanmar
United States of America
Australia
New Zealand
SriLanka
Canada
Indonesia

United Kingdom

o W N W N

Ireland

United Arab Emirates

=
<

year, the US was ranked number two in the World Giving
Index. This index looks at the average'® percent of people
who donate’, help strangers'®, or volunteer.

Ranked By
@ @ World Giving Index
' Score (%)
- @ M ponate Money
@ ' @ Help a Stranger
@ @@ B volunteer Time
—D U°
—@
D .
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@ In Americo, | didn't know moch about kendo. After | came to Japan, | became interested in
& kendo. Now, | am happy becavse | learned this very special Japanese sport. | think kendo helps
me onderstand art, beavty, manners, and consideration for other people. | learned about
confidence, determination, and friendship. | hope more people in the world can learn about kendo. | think

they will become happier than before. | am happy to have learned kendo from Mr. Yanagisawa.

- Martin Campbell

Kendo is a historical' sport in Japan. It is ’

BU"d'ﬂg said that kendo is a way of building

character’. Through kendo, we develop’

C h alra Cte N many useful* abilities concentration®,

respect’, manners®, cooperation’, and so on. °
M I believe that kendo can make our minds'®
y strong and clear.

Kendo can be tough''. For example, it is

C U ‘tu re very cold during winter practices and very

hot during summer practices. 0

: These days'é, I sometimes' see some TV
by Soh Yanagisawa

programs that introduce'® or show kendo

a student of Yotsuba Gakuen

matches’. You may have seen a kendo

match. In a match, our mind, sword, and
body must be focused into a single point.
The mind is particularly'® important. We say
that victory'’ or defeat'® depends on it.
Having a strong mind is difficult, but it leads
us to victory.

Kendo is an important part of my life now. <

It gave me many experiences. I met many
people and learned many things from them.
So let's be proud of Japanese culture’s great

points and learn many things from it. =




Vocabulary

1. Historical FESE B 7 .
2. Building character A%Z813. M4H&EET3 |
3. Develop BDO. BRT3
4, Useful &ICIID
5. Abilities BE7]
6. Concentration £+
7. Respect Bue b, &5
8. Manners L&, 1A
9. Cooperation %73
10.Mind O K57
11.Tough R, FW
12.These days &it. TtE
13.Sometimes iSde
14.Introduce BT 3
15.Match B
16.Particularly S
17.Victory %
18.Defeat =15}
Questions

1) Why is the mind important?

2) What ability can we get from Kendo?

3) Whatis your club activity’s tough point?

4) What Japanese culture do you want to

introduce to the world? Why?

1) BERBEEIIAELDTI DS

2) FEDSCABENZRONETH,

3) HBI-DERETFEVC EIEBRATI DY,

4 CALBARXLZMRBICENL LV
TIh. TDEAIE?

| (RIES)

! Face Guard

()

Armor

(FA8)

Bamboo Sword
(1170)



Learn about Kendo

Word Search: How many words

about kendo can you find?

Word List
| —<ENPO—
HEART
MIND
VOICE
MANNER S
HELMET

ARMOR
GLOVES
HAKAMA

.SPIRIT

M0 N & U

O

. SWORD
2. BODY
13. CONCENTRATION

RENPO© H &L
HBART 1)
MIND
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SPIRIT
SWORP
BODY,

CONCENTRATION

JIX|D|K|I|B|O|D|Y|T|T|D|Y B|B
N|OoO/F|Is|AIRIM|IO|R|V|Z|O|I |W|E
YIJ|O|U|IO|N|Gg|Y|L|Y H|PIRIM|Y
NIWH LPIS|IOMH|VIE|I |Q|R|K
C|O/N|IC|IEIN|IT|IR|A|T|I |O|N|Z|E
U/U|/HIEILIMIE|T|K|IN|R|A|H|C|N
TIR|ISIU/F|E|E|R|A|E|N|S|U|R|D
VIMIDIWC|IK|IRIY M|J|S|E|H|T|O
FINID|I|H|Ss|J|AIA|[OIWW|R|S|P
Y|z|Oo|U|R|Q|P|S|Gg|L|O|V|E|S|D
AIVAIMIHIKIMI |g/BIRIQ|I |B|S
M| I [INID HMID HIR|O|D|IQ|B|T|V
VigiW/ s viMprPIBIF| I |L|IPIQIE|L
JIMIN|H|IR|X|HIE|AR|T|T|W|[C|V
AIVIHIOIRICIM|ZIR|Q|T|VIM|lI |A
@LOVES JhER
HARAMA F3



Changing Lives

I worked as a nurse in a public hospital before
coming to Japan. When I had my own family, I
worked as an online English teacher. Teaching
was very fulfilling because I could see how my
students got better each time we meet. I started
dreaming of becoming a teacher someday.

I am not a native

“English is not

speaker. English is my

second

Just a language. [t

language. 1

/s also a bridge to ™39e @ ot of

mistakes when I was

connect with

learning  English. I

different people
from different

countries.”’

didn't get perfect test
scores and I got too
nervous when I spoke
in class. All of those
mistakes and poor test scores were important to
me because I saw where I needed to improve. I
worked hard to correct my mistakes. I practiced
speaking in front of a mirror. I built my

confidence by joining contests and debates.

I want my students to know how important it is
not to be scared of making mistakes. English can

give them new horizons and Dbetter

opportunities in the future.

Marie Toni Jean Kobayashi is a teacher at Sakai Nishi
Junior High School. She can speak five languages:
Japanese, English, Filipino, Ilocano, and Portuguese.

First Impression
of Japan

“The moment | got off
the plane to Japan, |
saw people wearing
masks. As a nurse, |
thought there was an
outbreak of some
disease. It scared me a
[ot. | later learned that
it was normal for
people to wear masks
both for fashion and

disease prevention.




Showcase: Kezoji Park

My ci+y is Famous For the Kezoji Amusement Park. Its
main attraction is a Ferris wheel. There are many
other attractions, too. | recommend the Iaig roller

cooaster. Please visit Kezoji Amusement Park.

- Nariami Ka-fa)/ama

The amusement park at Kezoji, completed in 191, has the largest
Ferris wheel in the Kita-Kanto region. There is also a rollercoaster,

| see the Ferris wheel at Kezoji Park everyday. | think this Ferris
1 wheel and this park are very beavtiful. Sometimes | travel to Tokyo,
Kyoto, America, or other places. When | retorn, | ride the train to
Isesaki. Then | see the Ferris wheel in Kezoji Park. When | see it |
- think, "l am home in Isesaki."

- Martin Campbell

On clear days, the top of the hill in Kezoji Park has great views of
Isesaki and Mount Akagi. | like to go there in the early morning, after '
ronning. The cool breeze and peacefol atmosphere are very relaxing.

- Rachel Beilsmith
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Things in Spring

Nelson Mandela becomes

president of South Africa on

May 10, 1994.

Vincent van Gogh
moves to Paris and is
influenced by ukiyo-e

prints in 1886.

William Shakespeare is born in
England on April 23, 1564.

Every year, people
around the world start
cleaning their houses
in the spring.

The samba parade
of the Carnival in
Rio de Janeiro,
starts in 1929.

Napoleon Bonaparte becomes
Emperor of France in 1804.

The first Carnival in
Venice starts in
1162.
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Impress uses free images found on the internet, primarily found through
Pexels.com. Images licensed as Creative Commons 0 or public domain are free and
do not require attribution. For reasons of space, Impress does not cite sources for
these images. Citations for other free, attribution-required images and other
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