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Isesaki School English Magazine 

Happy New Year! 

New Year’s Traditions  

Around the World 

(upper left to bottom right) 

Singapore: Wishing Sphere festival 

Siberia: Santa Tree Dive event 

Norway: Kransekage cake 

France: Champagne 

Talca, Chile: New Year’s in the 

graveyard 

Denmark: Dish smashing tradition 

Brazil: Flowers for the Sea Goddess 

Iemanja festival 

New York: Times Square ball drop 



We Love Snow 

Pictures of Snow 

Upper left:  School bus 

 covered in snow 

Middle left: Snow castle 

 

Lower left: “Oh, no!”  

Upper center: Snowman 

 with carrot nose 

Middle center: Girl throwing 

 snow 

Bottom center: Pile of snowballs 

Upper right: Sledding  

 with Dad 

Middle right: Snow fortress 

 

Lower right: Snow fort 
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In the United States, the weather 

is very cold during the winter. 

Sometimes it snows outside1. 

Sometimes the snow can be very 

deep2! If it snows too much, 

people cancel classes and work. 

This is called a snow day. 

 What do we do on a snow day? 

We do many things. We have a 

snowball3 fight. Many friends can 

throw4 snow at each other. To 

protect ourselves, we can build a 

snow fort5. Snow forts are fun to 

build! Please try to make a very 

big one!  

We also love to build a 

snowman6.  

 

We often use a carrot7 as the 

snowman’s nose. A snowman can 

have many different designs8. They 

are unique9 just like people! We 

also can make a snow angel10. We 

lie down in the snow and make the 

shape11 of an angel.  

If there is a hill or slope12, we also 

go sledding13 with our friends. 

Sledding is very exciting. We can 

use many items for sledding like 

food trays14, lids15 from big 

plastic16 boxes, and big pieces of 

cardboard17.  

When we finish playing, we can 

take a hot bath, drink hot cocoa, 

play a game, or read a book 

inside18. It is a very fun day! 

Days of Snow 
 

 by Martin Campbell 

Isesaki School English Magazine 



Learn about 

Snow Days 

Vocabulary Summary 

Questions  
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We celebrate1 Valentine’s Day on February 14th. There are many different 

Valentine’s Day traditions2 around the world.   

In the United States, we give gifts3 to the people we love. Women and men 

usually both give and receive gifts on Valentine’s Day. Chocolate, roses4, and 

jewelry5 are popular gifts. Children often exchange6 Valentine’s cards with 

their friends.  

In South Korea, chocolate is also a popular gift 

on Valentine’s Day. But the tradition is a little 

different. On February 14th, only the women 

give presents7 to their friends and loved ones. 

White Day is one month later, on March 14th. 

On White Day, the men give presents in return.  

In Denmark, people send “lover’s cards” which 

are written on delicate8 white paper. Some people 

send pressed white flowers9, which are called 

“snowdrops”. Danish men also write funny love 

poems for their girlfriends or wives, but they don’t 

sign the card. It’s a secret10! 

In Brazil, “Lover’s Day” is celebrated on June 12th. This day is not only for 

couples, it’s for family and friends, too! People often give gifts of chocolate 

and flowers. There are also many food and music festivals for Brazilian 

people to enjoy together. 

Isesaki School English Magazine 

Days of Love 
 

 by Rachel Beilsmith 



Vocabulary 

Questions 

 

Learn about  

Valentine’s Day 

Summary 
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Days  

of  

Old 
 

 by George Liu 

 

How Valentine’s Day start? 
 

Valentine’s Day is one1 of the world’s many 

romantic2 holidays.  It is not an official3 public 

holiday4, but it is very popular. On average5, 

Americans spend $130 per person6 and send three 

cards through the mail7 on Valentine’s Day. 

 

How did Valentine’s Day start? Of course, 

Valentine’s Day comes from Saint8 Valentine of 

Christianity9.  

 

There are several10 St. Valentines. One11 was a 

man who did wedding ceremonies for young 

people when the law12 said young people should 

not get married. Another was a man who helped 

Christians13 escape14 prisons15.  

 

Valentine’s Day also comes from a non16-

Christian festival that celebrates fertility17.  

 

Valentine’s Day became a popular holiday  in the 

1600s. Letters began to be sent in the 1700s, and 

cards became popular in the 1900s. 

 

These days, we buy chocolates and gifts and send 

cards on Valentine’s Day. In Asia, White Day has 

become popular, too. 

Isesaki School English Magazine 



Summary Vocabulary 

1. One of ～の一つ 

2. Romantic ロマンチックな 

3. Official 公式な 

4. Public holiday 祝日 

5. On average 平均的に 

6. Per person 一人当たり 

7. Through the mail 郵便を通じて 

8. Saint 成人 

9. Christianity キリスト教 

10. Several 複数な 

11. One 一つ 

12. Law 法律 

13. Christians キリスト教徒 

14. Escape 脱出する 

15. Prison 刑務所 

16. Non 非 

17. Fertility 肥沃 

Learn about 

the history of 

Valentine’s Day 

Questions  
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In Japan, spring is the end and the start of the school year1, which ends in 

March and starts in April. Teachers and students are often busy preparing2 

for the next year during the spring break. 

In the US, the school year ends in June and starts in September. Spring 

break usually includes the Easter3 holidays. Many students have homework 

to do, but it is a good time4 to relax and have fun. 

Students often go to 1-day camps5 or festivals. They can watch TV, read 

books, or go see movies. Or they can go to parks, zoos, or museums, which 

often have discounted6 admission7. It’s a good time to go to the beach, too. 

What do you do during spring break? 

Isesaki School English Magazine 

Days of Fun 
 

 by George Liu 
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Learn about 

Spring Break 

Questions  

Summary 
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Showcase 

Every issue, we will feature some student work. 

Please send us some material! 

 

I live in Gunma.  

It’s in the middle of Japan. 

 

My city, Isesaki, is not famous. 

But I like my city because there is yakimanju in my town. 

 

If you know of yakimanju, do you also know of yakimanju filled 

with red bean paste? It is very delicious. 

 

Have you ever eaten yakimanju filled with red bean paste? 

 

- A. R, Sakai Kita Junior High 

Do you know of  

red-bean-filled yakimanju? 

Have you ever been to the Isesaki 

Hatsuichi and Joshu Yakimansai? 
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 http://loudounnow.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/DSC_0010-
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Snowball Fight, Ministry to Children (p. 5) 
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uploads/2015/12/snowball-fight-kids.jpg 
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 http://www.futurenostalgia.org/
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Snowball fight, the Huffington Post (p. 6) 
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Sledding, CoolSprings.com (p. 6) 

 http://www.coolsprings.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/

sledding.jpg 

Snowman Wallpaper, Moviewriternyu (p. 7) 
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wallpaper.jpg 

Valentine’s Day Chocolate Box, Paulding Cty. Area Fdn. (p. 8) 

 http://www.pauldingcountyareafoundation.net/static/img/content/

valentines-day-chocolate-box.jpeg 

Snowdrop Flowers, Wallpaperscraft (p. 8) 
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_flowers_grass_drops_dew_spring_4633_1920x1200.jpg 

Danish Valentine Card, Wikipedia (p. 8) 

 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/G%C3%
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Valentine Candy, Jill111 (p. 8) 

 https://pixabay.com/en/valentine-candy-hearts-conversation-
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History of Valentine’s Day, History.com (p. 10) 

 http://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-

day 

Valentine’s Day, Wikipedia (p. 10) 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentine's_Day 
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lucilla-jacopo-bassano.jpg 
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 https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/ファイル:上州・焼き饅祭.jpg 
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